
  

Christmas Newsletter 2018 

 

Chairpersons Message 
 
First and foremost may I wish all our choristers, our patrons and supporters a very merry Christmas and a happy new 
year?  
It’s been another successful year for Dare to Sing with our repertoire building and our reputation increasing both 
locally and further afield. 
Unfortunately our grand idea of a tour to Canada was just a step too far however, but what a great alternative 
presented itself. Croatia!  A much more achievable ambition and a great trip to look forward to next year. Indeed one 
of our highlights of the year was the concert in St. Margaret’s Church, Mountain Ash with the Croatian choir and our 
friends from Cwmbach Male Voice Choir. 
I don’t know if it’s our feminine allure but we seem to be attracting a lot of attention from the male choirs of the area. 
First it was Cwmdare Voices, then the Treharris boys followed by Cwmbach and then most recently by Aber Valley 
Male Voice Choir. Is it our charm or our singing, whatever it is it seems to be working? Keep it up girls! 
Our social side has also been quite buoyant within the last year with the clothes sale earlier in the year and more 
recently the fashion show being a couple of the highlights 
Your committee are busy at the moment planning our ever expanding programme for the coming year which will 
include a special patrons evening possibly at the end of February. Of course your committee is always receptive to 
suggestions our members have regarding concerts and social events. 
Finally I would like to thank our musical team of Llinos and Rebecca for their dedication and commitment throughout 
the year and also a special thanks to Emma and the committee of Cwmdare Club. I hope the recent fire damage the 
club faced will be quickly cleared up and soon be open for business as usual. 
 
Denise Manning 
	



  

 

	

	

Choir	Fundraising	
Thanks	 to	 the	members	 of	 the	 committee,	 especially	 Christine	 Harrison,	 we	 were	 able	 to	 secure	 funds	 from	 the	 Tower	 Colliery	
Community	Fund.	This	will	help	towards	the	purchase	of	the	new	uniform	items	and	T	Shirt	printing,	ready	for	our	travels	in	2019.	

Also,	 thanks	 to	 the	 many	 volunteers	 from	 the	
choir	we	 have	 raised	 funds	 from	 two	 successful	
fashion	 shows.	 Many	 thanks	 to	 Elizabeth	
Blinkhorn	 who	 was	 the	 brains	 behind	 the	
successful	‘Frocks	&	Rocks’	afternoon,	where	lots	
of	 the	 local	 ladies	 also	 came	 and	 enjoyed	 tea,	
cake	and	a	great	shopping	experience.			

Thank	 you	 to	 all	 the	 ladies	 for	 their	 continuing	
support	 for	 the	 weekly	 raffle	 and	 all	 our	 other	
events.		

	

 

 
 

Fundraising	for	the	
Cynon	Valley	Museum	
	
In	 May	 we	 performed	 at	 our	 first	
concert	 with	 Cwmbach	 MVC,	 at	 St	
Elvan’s	 church,	 in	 aid	 of	 the	 Cynon	
Valley	 Museum.	 The	 concert	 was	 a	
very	 enjoyable	 evening	 hosted	 by	
Roy	Noble.		
	
Looking	forward	to	our	trip	to	Croatia	
next	 year,	 we	 were	 also	 thrilled	 to	
share	 the	 stage	with	Cwmbach	once	
again	 in	September,	at	St	Margaret’s	
church	 Mountain	 Ash.	 Guests	 at	
Cwmbach’s	 concert	 that	 also	
welcomed	the	Choir	Rozenice.	
	
	

We	started	the	year	with	another	wonderful	combined	St	David’s	/St	
Patrick’s	 Day	 event	 at	 Cwmdare	 Club,	 which	 also	 saw	 Celtic	 Spirit	
and	 the	 Croeso	 Close	Harmony	 Singers	 perform	 to	make	 it	 a	 great	
evening	 celebration	 that	 is	 becoming	 a	 regular	 event	 in	 the	 choir	
calendar 
 

 



  

	

	

	

	

	

 	

	

	

On	the	airwaves!	
After	 hearing	 us	 sing,	 Roy	 Noble	 invited	 us	 onto	 his	 Radio	Wales	 show	 one	 Sunday	 in	
June.	It	was	very	exciting	to	hear	our	recording	on	the	radio	and	Llinos	and	Elizabeth	did	a	
fantastic	job	promoting	the	choir	during	a	live	chat	with	Roy!		
	

	

Community	Events	
We’ve	continued	 to	be	 involved	 in	many	
community	 events.	 From	 singing	 in	 the	
snow	 at	 last	 Christmas	 ‘Carols	 on	 the	
Square’	 to	 our	 first	 Remembrance	 Day	
Parade	 at	 the	 Cenotaph	 in	 Aberdare.	
Looking	 forward	 to	 many	 more	
opportunities	for	2019!		

	

Dare	to	Sing	hit	Cardiff	Bay	♬	♫ ♪ ♩ ♫ 
 
A	particular	highlight	this	summer	was	a	trip	to	Cardiff	Bay	and	the	Millennium	Centre.	As	well	as	a	delightful	few	drinks	afterwards	in	
the	setting	of	the	bay	the	performance	was	made	even	more	enjoyable	by	the	entertaining	compère	that	we	gained	for	the	afternoon!	
	

	 	

Last	but	not	least	towards	the	end	of	the	year	we	have	been	busy	with	some	more	great	concerts.	We	were	delighted	to	join	
Aber	Valley	MVC	in	St	Helen’s	church	in	Caerphilly	for	their	annual	concert.	What	a	wonderful	welcome	they	gave	us	and	we	
look	forward	to	performing	again	with	them	soon.	The	first	Monday	of	December	we	were	pleased	to	help	raise	funds	for	St	
Lleuwrg’s	 church	 in	Hirwaun	with	Hirwaun	 Primary	School.	By	 the	 time	you	are	 reading	 this	 newsletter	we	will	 also	 have	
performed	in	St	John’s	school	with	Treharris	MVC	and	the	school	choir	in	aid	of	Crohn’s	and	Colitis	UK,	which	promises	to	be	
a	wonderful	festive	evening	as	well	as	raising	money	for	another	excellent	cause.		
	
	



 

  

	

Thank	you	to…	 as	always,	Llinos	and	Rebecca,	we	couldn’t	do	any	of	it	without	you	both.  

All	our	Patrons,	we	really	value	your	support	and	are	looking	forward	to	another	patrons	evening	in	the	spring.	
We	currently	have	39	patrons	but	would	love	more	so	ladies,	get	inviting!	Thanks	also	to	Melissa	Owen	and	Sara	
Price	for	getting	us	to	venues	and	keeping	us	under	control	when	we	get	there!	
Thank	you	to	Paul	Webber	for	excellent	official	photographs	and	Simon	Blinkhorn	for	musical	recordings.	

Thanks	 to	 Jennifer	 Merriman	 for	 organizing	 an	 excellent	
trip	 to	 the	 fundraising	 ball	 at	 the	 Park	 Plaza	 in	 Cardiff.	
Although	due	 to	external	 factors	we	didn’t	 get	 to	 sing,	 it	
was	 an	 excellent	 social	 event	 for	 a	 large	 number	 of	 the	
choir	and	raised	funds	for	cancer	charities	that	are	close	to	
our	hearts.	Looking	forward	to	next	year!	Let’s	hope	Llinos	
is	successful	in	the	raffle	again!		

Thank	 you	 to	 Brian	 Williams	 and	 Barbara	 Jenkins	 for	 the	
huge	task	of	getting	more	than	one	hundred	choristers	and	
guests	to	Croatia	in	2019.	

Also	thanks	to	continued	support	from	Treharris	MVC,	Cwmbach	MVC,	Cwmdare	Voices	MVC	and	Pelenna	MVC.		
Big	thanks	also	to	Emma	Mann	and	everyone	at	Cwmdare	Club.	We	wish	Emma	and	her	team	at	the	club	great	
success	getting	it	back	up	and	running.	

Lastly	many	 thanks	have	 to	go	 to	a	 founder	member	of	 the	choir	committee	Elizabeth	Blinkhorn,	who	stepped	
down	this	year.	A	big	welcome	to	our	new	committee	members,	choristers	Jennifer	Merriman,	Paula	Welsh,	Linda	
Griffiths,	Janet	Bevan	and	patron	Kay	Foley.			

Merry	Christmas	

Here’s	to	a	happy,	healthy	and	prosperous	2019	for	all	choristers,	patrons,	
families	and	friends.	

Croatia	here	we	come!	

Forthcoming	Events	for	2019	

Christmas	Party	this	year	to	be	held	on	Friday	11th	January	at	Aberdare	RFC.	

A	Patrons	night	will	once	again	be	held	in	February,	date	to	be	confirmed.	

Following	the	success	of	last	year,	there	will	be	another	St	David’s	/	St	Patrick’s	evening	
celebration	at	Cwmdare	Club	in	March.	

In	May	we	will	be	embarking	on	our	much-anticipated	trip	to	Croatia,	and	looking	forward	
to	our	AGM.	

Possible	summer	concerts	include	a	Cider	Festival	in	Neath	and	an	event	in	Cardigan	Castle,	
both	in	July,	and	the	Botanical	Gardens!	

In	November	we	have	been	asked	to	return	to	the	Park	Plaza	for	the	charity	ball,	here’s	
hoping	they	will	get	to	hear	us	sing!	

 

	  
 


