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Message from the Chairperson 

Here we are, Christmas again, I’m sure someone, somewhere is shortening 
the year, as it feels that we have only just recovered from last year’s 
festivities. Did we have a summer in between? I must have missed that. But, 
what a successful year it’s been for us girls. Several concerts and shows under 
our belts and, although we don’t quite have a full repertoire to stand alone 
quite yet I am sure the coming year will remedy that.  We are certainly at a 
stage now where we can look forward to ever more concerts and to that end 
the Committee are looking at, not only, arranging our participation at more 
local events but some short tours in the forthcoming year. We are however, 
as always; open to suggestions from our choristers. 
Our singing must be making an impression on someone because, as you 
undoubtedly know, we have been invited to tour Canada in 2019 with 
Treharris Male Voice Choir. I know that some of you ladies have work 
commitments and I appreciate that it will be a lot of money but if you 
are able to go, please try because it will be a trip of a life-time, 
something to tell our kids and grand kids.  

It has also been lovely to see that, although we have only recently been 
thrust together, bonds and friendships are already developing within our 
group and although, obviously, our prime objective is to perfect our 
music I believe that our ability to mix socially and get pleasure and 
enjoyment from what we do is also important. So, ladies, I think we 
should all congratulate ourselves for a job, not yet complete, but well on 
the way to perfection. 

Finally, may I, on behalf of my fellow committee members, pay tribute to 
our lovely music team of Rebecca and Llinos for their dedication, hard 
work and expertise that has made this year so successful, but most of all 
I must thank all of our choristers who have worked so hard to get to the 
standard we now are at.  

And, really finally this time, may I on behalf of your Committee wish you 
all a very happy Christmas and a prosperous new year.  
Nadolig llawen a blwyddyn newydd dda 

2017 Christmas 
Newsletter 

 What a Year! 

 

2017 has been a busy year for the 

choir. As our repertoire has increased 

so have our performances. Now with 

eighty ladies as members, a waiting 

list and twenty-five patrons, we are 

certainly making an impact locally! 

 

Forthcoming Events 

A Patrons night will be held on 

February 12th 2018.  

Following the success of last year, 

there will be another St David’s / St 

Patrick’s evening celebration at 

Cwmdare Club on March 9th. 

Fundraising will continue with a 

clothes party also at Cwmdare Club 

on the 24th March. 

Watch this space for news of an 

exciting summer event, as well as 

more concerts! 

 

Follow us on Twitter and Facebook! 

https://twitter.com/DareToSingChoir 

https://www.facebook.com/daretosing/ 

https://twitter.com/DareToSingChoir
https://www.facebook.com/daretosing/
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Funding 

We were delighted to discover in 

October that we were successful 

applicants to the Pen y Cymoedd 

Wind Farm Community Fund. 

Thanks to the hardworking 

members of the committee, we 

were able to secure much-needed 

funds to purchase new equipment 

such as a laptop and amplifier for 

the keyboard.   

 

 

 

 

 

We also now have four 
new Ambassadors!  

Susan Dennis Gabriel, originally 

from Cwmbach, is an accomplished 

singer and teacher in Vienna. 

Cat Southall, who is well known 

throughout the Cynon Valley for 

her vocal career fronting popular 

rock band Sal, as well as numerous 

work as a session artist and now a 

solo career. 

Ieuan Rhys, originally from 

Trecynon, is a well known welsh 

actor who has starred in many roles 

on S4C, as well as the big screen 

and stage. 

Glynn Pledger? 

Dare to Sing report published in the National Associations of 
Choirs Magazine 
Our Choir has recently been included in an interesting article in the National 
Association of Choirs Magazine, which illustrates that in the village of Cwmdare 
something is stirring. We think that, as many of you would not have had a chance 
to read the article that we’d reproduce some extracts from it. 
 
Cwmdare! You’d be hard pressed to find it on any map. It’s just a small ex mining 
village situated in a small blind end valley in South Wales surrounded by high grass 
covered mountains. The Village once had a thriving community based around a 
couple of collieries; however, those days are now long gone together with a lot of 
the spirit that once held the community together. Today the Village has one pub, the 
Ton-Glwyd-Fawr, a village shop, a small zinc covered church, one remaining chapel 
and a thriving miners welfare club that sports a compact concert hall. 
The valley is part of the wider community of the town of Aberdare, which sits 
pleasantly in its own valley between the better-known valleys of Rhondda and 
Merthyr Tydfil. 
Aberdare has a claim to quite an extraordinary choral past. In the year 1872 a local 
musician by the name of Griffith Rees Jones or ‘Caradog’ as he was more widely 
known, assembled together colliers and working class men of the valley to form a 
male voice choir comprising of four hundred and sixty voices. He took the entire 
assemblage to London by train to compete in the most prestigious British choral 
competition of the time at the Crystal Palace, and won first prize. That’s not all! The 
following year he did the same thing again and again won first prize. It was such an 
extraordinary accomplishment that the townspeople of Aberdare erected a statue of 
him, which still stands proudly today as the centrepiece of the Town’s square. 
  

Anyway back to the village of Cwmdare. Something is stirring in this quiet backwater 
of the land of song, for in the last few years the Village has spawned not one but 
two new choirs. One a male voice and another for ladies. 
‘Nothing unusual in that’, I hear you say? But in this traditional heart-land of song 
many choirs are struggling to maintain membership and some are just closing their 
doors altogether. So two new choirs in one small village is surely, a truly amazing 
occurrence. 
First came the men’s choir when after one particularly noisy sing-song in the back 
room of the ‘Ton’ pub the consensus was that they certainly enjoyed the singing but 
with a little practice they could do a lot better. So a practice night was established 
and soon the lads were entertaining the pub’s customers on a regular basis. The 
next step was a name; and as a bit of fun they agreed that the new group of 
songsters should be called ‘Only Drunks Allowed’. This was consequently changed 
to Cwmdare Voices when the boys realised that being introduced as drunks in the 
local church was not on.  
The Cwmdare ladies choir was formed a year or so later. Denise Manning, the 
Choir’s chairperson and the wife of one of the male choristers had long envied the 
fun, wellbeing and satisfaction her husband got by being part of a choir. However 
not believing she had a good enough voice she had never plucked up the courage 
to join any structured singing group. Surely, she thought ‘there must be lots of ladies 
like her with the ambition to sing out there’ 
So what to do? 
Luckily Denise managed to contact Llinos Davies who agreed to come on board as 
a musical director despite the fact that we had only a couple of interested ladies, 
none of whom had sang before, we had no venue, no piano and no accompanist.  
What a hero!  
A further, fortunate telephone conversation brought Elizabeth Blinkhorn on board 
whom, as it turned out had the same ambitions and a few friends who were up for a 
challenge.  
So, between them the word was put out and on the first practice night in a room of a 
local pub with a borrowed piano they managed to drag in 27 ladies. Consequently, 
“Dare to Sing” was formed and since that time the choir has gone from strength to 
strength. It now boasts a membership of 80, with an ever-growing repertoire and 
concert list. Just recently the ladies have been invited by the long established 
Treharris Male Voice Choir to tour Canada with them next year. 
 
So despite signs to the contrary elsewhere, choral singing, both male and female is 
alive and thriving in this little South Wales Valley. Additionally both choirs have 
helped rejuvenate the community spirit in the village; they have helped raise funds 
for local charities and have each provided a purpose in life for their ever-growing 
membership. 
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2017 Events 

We started the year with a wonderful combined St David’s /St Patrick’s Day event at Cwmdare Club, which also saw Celtic 

Spirit, On Q and the Ukulele band perform to make it a great evening celebration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May saw us perform at a fundraising concert in St Margaret’s Church Aberaman with the excellent Treharris Male Voice Choir. 

June was very busy! We were delighted to take part in the ‘Music for a Summer Evening’ concert at St Elvan’s church with the 

Croeso Close Harmony Singers and the Children of Aberdare Town CIW School Choir. Also in June we were invited to sing at 

the Cwmdare Voices Annual concert in Nebo Chapel, Cwmdare. Here we were also treated to a wonderful solo performance 

from our very own Anastasia Lowri. As usual a wonderful night with a great celebration afterwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August saw us perform at the Dare Valley Country Park 

for an international crowd at the Skogsmulle UK 

International Symposium, hosted by Cyfleon Ltd. It was 

wonderful to represent our local area and we went down a 

storm! We also realised that we need to work on our 

rendition of My Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau and find ourselves an 

encore! 

September we were more than happy to perform at the Macmillan 

coffee morning at St Elvan’s church and help boost the fundraising for 

such a worthy cause. September also saw us invited back to kick off 

the tenth Cwmfest on the Friday night with ‘Choirs at the Church’ 

where we performed ‘Adiemus’ for the first time, it was a real thrill! 

This was another enjoyable evening with a great after party back at 

Cwmdare club with Cwmdare voices and the very talented Stephanie 

Harvey-Powell. 

 

More recent performances have been a great night at St Winifred’s 

Church, Penrhiwceiber, to help raise funds for the Church building repairs, and the opening of the Christmas tree festival at 

St Joseph’s Church Cwmaman, singing Christmas Carols. By the time you are reading this newsletter, we will have also 

helped boost the carol singing at Cwmdare’s ‘Carols on the Square’, and have sore heads after another fantastic Christmas 

Ball. Thanks go to Tracey Sumpter for her amazing organisation again for this event, as well as the popular raffle and 

Christmas stall at the craft fair. Thanks also to all the ladies who contribute beautiful handmade items for the stall. 
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Diolch yn Fawr Iawn 

This year we were lucky to have Rebecca Rabjohns join us as our new 

accompianist. She and Llinos make a great team and big thanks must go 

to them for their endless patience and good humour!  

Thanks go to all our Patrons, in advance of our first Patrons evening in 

the New Year. Thanks also to our new logistics team; Sara Price for 

getting bums ‘on and off’ seats and Melissa ‘buses’ Owen. Not easy jobs at 

times and greatly appreciated! 

Also thanks to Treharris MVC, Cwmdare Voices MVC and Pelenna 

MVC for their continued support. Big thanks also to Emma Mann and 

everyone at Cwmdare Club. 

 

 

Merry Christmas, here’s to a happy, healthy and 

prosperous 2018 to all choir ladies, families and friends. 

        

     

     

     

    


